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     Growing Strong Families ɂPart 2  

            By Eddie Spencer 

 

I am no expert on marriage and the family.  I am like many of you ɂ learning on the job. However, Roxanne and I 

have constructed our parenting on one foundational truth; the balance of affirmation and discipline. 

 

Affirmation constructs a healthy self-image. In no manner am I advocating a "self-esteem" that denies original sin 

and makes a child the center of his/her universe.  True affirmation seeks to build confidence and identity in our 

children as they have been ȰÆÅÁÒÆÕÌÌÙ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌÌÙ ÍÁÄÅȱ by God (Ps. 139:14).  So often we use appreciation, 

which seeks to express positive re-enforcement for what a child does.  This is critical, but appreciation roots our 

loving, positive response to the child based on their performance.  By contrast, affirmation seeks to express gratitude 

to our children for who they areȟ ÕÎÉÑÕÅÌÙ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄȢ  %ÎÈÁÎÃÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÓÅÌÆ-image through affirming who 

ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅȟ ÕÎÉÑÕÅÌÙ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄȟ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÍÁËÅ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȢ  "ÕÔȟ ×Å ÍÕÓÔ 

balance affirmation with discipline. 

 

The Bible is clear.  We and our children, while wonderfully and fearfully made, are also sinners.  In fact, the Bible 

teaches not only that we ȰÈÁÖÅ ÁÌÌ ÓÉÎÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÌÌ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȱ (Rom. 3:23) but we were ȰÓÉÎÆÕÌ ÁÔ ÂÉÒÔÈȟ 

ÓÉÎÆÕÌ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÍÙ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÎÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÍÅȱ (Ps. 51:6). What this means is that our children not only need to be 

affirmed, they must be disciplined.  If affirmation enhances a positive self-image, discipline teaches respect for 

authority and provides clear moral and spiritual boundaries.  Discipline is not only the basis for respect and 

obedience to authority, but also breeds wisdom.  Ȱ4ÈÅ ÒÏÄ ÏÆ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÍÐÁÒÔÓ ×ÉÓÄÏÍȟ ÂÕÔ Á ÃÈÉÌÄ ÌÅÆÔ ÔÏ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ 

ÄÉÓÇÒÁÃÅÓ ÈÉÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȱ (Prov. 29:15).  The lack of discipline creates chaos throughout society and unrest within the 

family.  Ȱ$ÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÐÅÁÃÅȠ ÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÏÕÌȱ (Prov. 29:17). 

 

Discipline is not just punishment, even though it carries a punitive dynamic.  Discipline is instruction.  Discipline 

seeks to teach the good and perfect ways of the Lord. Ȱ&ÁÔÈÅÒÓȟ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÐÒÏÖÏËÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÔÏ ÁÎÇÅÒȠ ÂÕÔ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ 

ÕÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȱ ɉ%ÐÈȢ φȡτ .!3"ɊȢ !Ó ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȟ ×Å ÁÌÌ ËÎÏ×ȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅÌÙ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÄÏȢ 

Discipline demands consistency, wisdom and a lot of love.  It is essential for the sake of our society, the survival of 

our families and most importantly for the souls of our children.  Roxanne and I have sought to apply although 

imperfectly, the following principles:  

 

August 14ɂ27, 2011  

 

      The HomeɂA Spiritual Training Center  
                                  By Eddie Spencer 
 

 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÌÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅȢ 3ÁÄÌÙȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ 
not happening in the culture at large and in many of our churches. I find that the spiritual 
training of children is not even a pressing concern to many church-going families. The days 
of an unwavering commitment to Sunday worship and Sunday School, much less the pro-
active spiritual education of our children, are quickly diminishing. 

I firmly believe the church must be resourced and equipped to play a primary role in the spiritual training of 
the emerging generation. I know this should not be the case, but too often this is the norm. What many children learn 
and experience on Sunday mornings and during other church programs is quite possibly all the spiritual training 
they receive. 

7ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÇÁÐȟ ×Å ÍÕÓÔ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÌÏÓÅ ÓÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÉÄÅÁ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 
training of children; the home. God purposed the home to be the primary spiritual training center and the church is 
to supplement, not supplant the family relationship. How then is the home to function as a spiritual training center? 

First, any good training or educational center needs a faculty . It is crystal clear in the Scriptures that 
parents are to be the spiritual professors. Ȱ,ÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÙÏÕÒ 'ÏÄȣ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏÄÁÙ ÁÒÅ ÔÏ 
ÂÅ ÕÐÏÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓȱ (Deut. 6:6). If parents are to be spiritual teachers, they must be learners. Parents cannot give 
what they do not have. That which parents possess in their hearts, they are called to ȰÉÍÐÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÅÍ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȣ 
ÁÎÄ ×ÒÉÔÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÏÒÆÒÁÍÅÓ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÏÕÓÅÓȣȱ (Deut. 6:9). 

The call for parents to be the primary spiritual trainers is a biblical no-brainer. And this is not just the job of 
mom. In fact, dads are given explicit exhortation, Ȱ&ÁÔÈÅÒÓ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÅØÁÓÐÅÒÁÔÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȠ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÕÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȱ (Eph. 6:4). The legacy of parents passing their faith to the next generation is an eternal one. 
There is no greater privilege than the opportunity to spiritually train and educate our children to know and serve 
God for His glory. 

 Secondly, if parents are to be spiritual professors , what do they teach? The Bible is a big book. Below are 
a few truths to teach and emphasize with children: 

First, teach children that God is the Creator.  We did not evolve from pond scum. God is the Creator and they 
bear in them the glory of His workmanship. Ȱ&ÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÍÙ ÉÎÍÏÓÔ ÂÅÉÎÇȟ ÙÏÕ ËÎÉÔ ÍÅ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ 
×ÏÍÂȢ ) ÐÒÁÉÓÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ÁÍ ÆÅÁÒÆÕÌÌÙ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌÌÙ ÍÁÄÅȣȱ (Ps. 139:13-14). They have significance because 
they are unique creations of God. Their talents, passions, abilities and personality are to be celebrated and used 
ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ #ÒÅÁÔÏÒȢ 

 

Secondly, we need to teach our children that even though they are uniquely and wonderfully made, they 
are sinners.  They are sinners because they sin, and they sin because they were born with a sinful nature (Ps. 
51:6). This may sound harsh to a modern mindset, yet let the one who rejects such a view watch an undisciplined 
child. We affirm our children because they are uniquely created. We teach our children boundaries with 
appropriate punishment because of their sinful nature. Most importantly, the brokenness of the world, much less 
their need for a Savior, does not make sense unless our children are taught about sin and its consequences. 

(Continued on last page) 



Dear Church Family, 
Everything you do has that special touch and your kindness is appreciated very, 
very much.  Thanks for your phone calls, prayers, cards, paying my bills, 
thoughtfulness and food!    Love in Christ, 
  Michelle Winn  
 
 

To Eddie Spencer, Matt Kuiken, the congregation, 1st ARP Church Compassion Ministry and Staff, 
I would like to express my sincere thanks for all the get well cards I received and above all for the 
prayers that were said on my behalf. I consider myself a living example that the LORD answers prayers 
and performs miracles. James Craig 
 
 

Dear Church Friends, 
Words can't express the gratitude we have for you precious friends during Tommy's illness and struggle 
to live.  The prayers lifted up on his behalf, the many cards, and food were all greatly appreciated. He 
loved this church!  The loving hands that provided the wonderful lunch warmed our hearts as well as 
our stomachs.  The memorial service was perfect with not one but THREE great preachers.  The number 
of people that attended the service showed how much he was loved.  I've always felt that to know him 
was to love him anyway!  Tommy was the best man I have ever known.  He never saw a stranger, just 
someone else to get to know.  Our two daughters are angels, just without wings.  Thanks to all of you for 
the many sympathy and ninetieth birthday cards (Tommy went to heaven on my ninetieth birthday).   
With hearts of gratitude,  Love in Christ, 
 Helen Carson & Family 
   

July 12, 2011, was a day of mixed emotions for our family.  It started with my mother, Helen's surprise 
birthday carding.  A flood of cards came in the mail, so many that it took her well over an hour to read 
them all.  Thanks, church family!  We also spent the day at Gaston Memorial Hospital celebrating her 
ninetieth with my dad, Tommy.  At 10:45 that night he peacefully stepped into eternity. 
First ARP was an important part of Tommy Carson's life.  He worked behind the scenes often, served 
many years as his Sunday School's treasurer, and made sure he spoke to folks, especially visitors, each 
Sunday before the service. 
He was not able to attend church much the last year of his life but our faithful church members, pastors, 
and staff kept him and Helen in the loop always through visits, cards, food, and many heartfelt prayers. 
That same faithfulness continued during his twenty-two day stay in the hospital.  I heard some beautiful 
prayers from so many members and know in my heart that he was lifted up and handed over to the arms 
of his Savior. 
We can't get over the beautiful memorial service and visitation afterwards.  So many helped celebrate 
the life of a wonderful husband, father, brother, friend, neighbor, and child of God.   
Our grateful thanks to our wonderful church members for everything that day:  the delicious lunch, table 
decorations, that beautiful floral arrangement from "Friends of Tommy Carson", the music, the pastor's 
loving remarks, and prayers & hugs from each of you. 
May the Lord bless this church abundantly.       In Christ, 
                                                                                          Libby Carson Todd  
 

First ARP Congregation, 
We would like to express our heartfelt appreciation to each of you for your faithful and constant prayers 
for the birth of our granddaughter, Susanna Grace Flanagan.  She was born on July 25th and is a healthy 
10 pound baby. We can hardly wait for her to come to First ARP and for you to meet her. May our 
Heavenly Father receive ALL the praise and glory for this miracle!  Ȱ4ÈÅ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÏÆ Á ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓ ÍÁÎ ÉÓ 
ÐÏ×ÅÒÆÕÌ ÁÎÄ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅȱ (James 5:16b NIV).  Our Love, 
  Ellis & Meg Fisher  
 
Dear Friends, 
We would just like to thank you for all of your cards, phone calls, memorials and visits as we suffered the 
ÌÏÓÓ ÏÆ *ÅÁÎ 3ÕÒÂÅÃËȟ -ÉËÅȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȢ  7Å ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÆÕÌÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓȟ 
and for being such a caring church family.  Love, 
  Mike & Angie Surbeck  



 

 NEW Ladies Bible Study 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÉÓ 

excited to announce a 

ÌÁÄÉÅÓȭ "ÉÂÌÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 

fall.  Beginning on Tues., 

September 6th, Mary Alice 

Holland will lead a study 

titled, Duty or Delight: Knowing Where You Stand with 

God, written by Tammie Head.  The Bible study will meet 

in her home on Tuesdays for six weeks from 10:00 ɀ 

11:30 am.  Books are available at the Lifeway Christian 

Store in Franklin Shopping Center.  The cost is $12.95 

plus tax.  Please contact Mary Alice for more details or 

directions to her home at 704-866-9584. 

Titus 2 Mentoring Ministry  
 

 If you are a woman age 22 to 49, you should have 
received an invitation in the mail to join a Titus 2 
Mentoring Group.  This will be the fourth year of this 
ministry at First ARP and those of us who are doing 
the planning are excited to begin again.  Last year we 
had 12 groups with a total of 78 women participating. 
The evaluations we received at the end of the year 
were overwhelmingly positive! 
 This year, the mentoring groups will be reading 
ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÎÇ *ÉÌÌ "ÒÉÓÃÏÅȭÓ ÂÏÏËȟ 8 Choices that Will 
#ÈÁÎÇÅ Á 7ÏÍÁÎȭÓ ,ÉÆÅȢ  This book will both 
encourage and challenge us to be all that God wants 
us to be.  Our once a month meetings will also include 
refreshments, sharing and prayer. 
 You may be wondering why those over age 49 are 
not included this year.  Very reluctantly, the Titus 2 
Committee had to make this decision because only a 
few women were willing to be mentors.  We asked 
more than 35 ladies to serve in this way, but only 7 
responded positively.  To be faithful to the command 
in Titus 2:3-5, the committee members felt that, if we 
ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÁÃÃÏÍÍÏÄÁÔÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȟ ÏÕÒ ÙÏÕÎÇÅÒ ×ÏÍÅÎ 
should receive the blessing of a mentor.  We are 
already praying that next year more mentors will be 
available so that no one who wishes to participate 
will be excluded. 
 The firm deadline to sign-ÕÐ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 4ÉÔÕÓ 
2 groups is Wednesday, August 24th.  If you did not 
receive an invitation, a sign-up sheet will be available 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÌÌÅÔÉÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ Ô×Ï 3ÕÎÄÁÙÓȢ  $ÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ 
this opportunity for fellowship, encouragement and 
spiritual growth. Please contact Tracey Smith if you 
have any questions, 704-865-3089 or 
tsmith925@carolina.rr.com. 
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&ÉÒÓÔ !20 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÃÏÒÄÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÓ ÙÏÕ 

to join us for 
CIRCLE ONCE A MONTH! 

7Å ÈÁÖÅ Á ÆÁÂÕÌÏÕÓ ÌÉÎÅ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ 
miss out...! 

SO HURRY AND SIGN UP TODAY!!! 
 

SUZANNE ALLERSɂMeets 2nd Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m. 
 

REBEKAH CARSONɂMeets 2nd Thursday @ 12 p.m. 
 

KATE DALEɂMeets 2nd Monday @ 10:00 a.m. 
 

JUANITA GARRISONɂMeets 2nd Monday at 6:30 p.m. 
 

JO ANN GRIFFITHɂMeets 2nd Thursday @ 10:00 a.m.* 
 

ETHELDA HANNAɂMeets 2nd Monday @ 10:00 a.m. 
 

JANET WHITE/MINNIE ALEXANDERɂMeets 2nd 
Monday @ 3:00 p.m. 

 

LILLIAN WHITESIDESɂMeets 2nd Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING CIRCLEɂMeets 2nd 
Wednesday @ 6:30 p.m. 

 
*Nursery Provided 

 
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 
JOINING OR VISITING A CIRCLE AND WE WILL BE IN 
TOUCH WITH YOU! 
 

 
NAME________________________________________________________ 

 
PHONE NUMBER___________________________________________ 

 

2011 -ςπρς ,ÁÄÉÅÓȭ "ÏÏË #ÌÕÂ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ 
Monday, September 26th!  

 

4ÈÉÓ ÆÁÌÌȟ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÉÓ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅ Ô×Ï ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ 
ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÌÁÄÉÅÓȭ ÂÏÏË ÃÌÕÂ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÍÅÅÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ fourth Monday 
of each month. Our daytime book club will meet at the church at 
10 a.m. (room TBA). The evening book club will meet in the 
home of Jo Anne Parker (2205 Pinefield Court) at 7 p.m. 
 

Our 2011-2012 selections are as follows: 
 

Sept. 26 ɂ Fireflies in December by Jennifer Erin Valent 
 

Oct. 24 ɂ Spoken from the Heart by Laura Bush 
 

Nov. 28 ɂ The Rose Legacy by Kristin Heitzmann 
 

Jan. 23 ɂ Friendship Bread: A Novel by Darien Gee 
 

Feb. 27 ɂ Maid to Match by Deanne Gist 
 

Mar. 26 ɂ Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resili-
ence and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand 
 

Apr. 23 ɂ Crossing Oceans by Gina Holmes Waters 
 

May 21 ɂ (ÅÒ -ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ (ÏÐÅ by Francine Rivers (Please note 
the date. We will meet one week early in May due to Memorial 
Day). 

mailto:tsmith925@carolina.rr.com


Medical Transportation Ministry 

Do you need a ride to a doctor appointment? 

 Call Loretta Horne, 704-864-5527. 

Sunday Morning Greeters  
August 14τ(8:30) Micah & Carolyn Bomgaars (11:00) Tom & Sonja 
Balsom 
August 21τ(8:30) Micah & Carolyn Bomgaars (11:00) Zack & 
Penelope Stroupe 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sunday Morning Coffee Servers 
 August 14τSally & Jack Green 
 August 21τBet & Tete Pearson 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Attendance  
          8:30    11:00       Total 
 July 17  212      223         435 
 July 24  207      267         474 
 July 31  180      324         504 

 August 7  195      264         459 
_______________________________________________________ 

 

Ushers for 11:00 Service  
Augustτ Kyle Hobson, James Bostick, Tom Balsom, Kennon Kiser 

 

Happy Wedding  
Anniversary!  

 
Charlie & Helene Pearson   8/14/93  18 years 
Wes & Virginia Phillips   8/15/09    2 years 
Tom & Erika Wallace   8/15/98  13 years 
Marty & Sue Gutowski   8/18/84  27 years 
Lin & Sybil Hollowell   8/18/62  49 years 
John & Darinda Davidson   8/20/66  45 years 
Kyle & Stephani Franks   8/22/98  13 years 
Bill & Annabelle Kelly   8/22/70  41 years 
Joe & Pat West   8/22/58  53 years 
Larry & Jenn Barker   8/24/02    9 years 
Maurice & Carolyn Canaday   8/24/57  54 years 
Whitelaw & Dot Carson   8/26/45  66 years 

Kay Bainɂ8/14  
Widdy Barnhillɂ8/14  

Felicity Davidsonɂ8/14  
Arnold Robinsonɂ8/14  

Alex Barkleyɂ8/15  
Marsha Keeterɂ8/16  
Helene Pearsonɂ8/16  
Susan Sorrowɂ8/17  
Jacob Dyksterhouseɂ

8/18  
Jeanette Lyonsɂ8/18  

Dot Myersɂ8/18  
Grady Pearsonɂ8/18  

Jimmie Gillespieɂ8/19  
May Bargerɂ8/20  

Margaret Kellyɂ8/21  
Al Morkoskiɂ8/21  
Sarah Parkerɂ8/21  

Barbara Sanfordɂ8/21  
Tammy Bakerɂ8/22  

Ruth Boydɂ8/22  
Bill McCallɂ8/22  

Jennifer Mocanuɂ8/22  
Noah Fargherɂ8/23  
Melissa Roweɂ8/23  
John Connorɂ8/24  
Lori Engelɂ8/24  

Joel Goodrichɂ8/24  
Robert Spencerɂ8/24  
Caroline Stewartɂ8/24  
Charles Waltersɂ8/24  
Brent Farmerɂ8/25  
John McGillɂ8/25  

Frances Parkerɂ8/25  
Coan Payneɂ8/25  

Megan Pearsonɂ8/25  
Libby Kinlawɂ8/26  

Pamela Mumfordɂ8/26  
Sharon Summerɂ8/26  

Starr Toddɂ8/26  
Paul Carsonɂ8/27  
Beth Craigɂ8/27  

Webb Fergusonɂ8/27  
Billy McHenryɂ8/27  

Rennie Pearsonɂ8/27  
Daniel Craigɂ8/28  

Sabrina Kuikenɂ8/28  
Harrison Autenɂ8/29  
Taylor Cherryɂ8/29  
Kyle Hobsonɂ8/29  

Brice Huffstetlerɂ8/29  
Harold Stoweɂ8/29  

Jan Adamsɂ8/30  
Matt Davisɂ8/30  
Wes Morrisɂ8/30  

Jetty Mulweeɂ8/30  
Lib Robertsɂ8/30  
Lee Craigɂ8/31  

Betsy Hurstɂ8/31  
Hope Parksɂ8/31  

 
 

 

Youth Ministry Calendar of Events 
 

Sunday, August 14 

Parent Fellowship (4-5:30p) at the Carters 
 

Sunday, August 21 

9:45a-New and Current Youth Leader meeting in the YB 

during Sunday School 
 

Sunday, August 21 

Welcome Back Party for all MS youth! 4:30-6:30p at the 

Forbes. Bring a side dish or a dessert and your bathing 

suit. 
 

Sunday, August 28 
First SS of the Fall at 9:45p. Welcome to the 6th graders! 
 

Wednesday, August 31 

(5-7p) Party for Jake at the Hooks! Bring $3 for pizza 

and your bathing suit!  
 

Wednesday, September 7 

First Youth in the YB!!! 6:15-7:45p 
 

Thursday, September 8 

First Mingle/Montage (HS Community Bible Study) at 

6:30a @ Alfred and Charlie's.  
 

Sunday, September 11 

First Sunday night events! Details to come! 

School Supply Campaign 

We are collecting school supplies for our adopted school, York Chester.  Items most needed are: 

notebooks, notebook paper, pencils, glue sticks, book bags, lunchboxes, boxes of tissue and hand 

sanitizers.  



 

Church Directory Updates  

Spencer Cain ɀ correct address is:   2850 Delk Rd., 
Apt. 35C, Marietta, GA 30067  phone is 704-813-
5895 

Jill Haney ɀ change email address to:  
wjhaney7@carolina.rr.com 

Bill Kelly ɀ change email address to:  
rwkelly20@gmail.com 

Denice Cope ɀ change address to: 110 Calvary 
Home Circle, Anderson, SC, 29621  phone #: 704-
868-6735  email address:  
denice@calvaryhome.org 

Whitleigh Hipps  ɀ change name to Whitleigh 
Hipps Pinion.  Married Gary Wayne Pinion, III on 
7/30/11. New address is 38005 Hopkins Rd, New 
London, NC, 28127. 

Brice Huffstetler  ɀ change cell phone number to 
704-898-1669 

Sarah Fisher ɀ add new baby girl, Sarah Ann 
&ÉÓÈÅÒ Ȱ3ÁÌÌÙȱ ÂÏÒÎ ψȾσȾρρȢ 

Melissa McHenry ɀ change home phone number 
to 704-466-5330 

Ron & Kathy Watkins ɀ delete home phone and 
ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÏ +ÁÔÈÙȭÓ ÃÅÌÌ ÎÕÍÂÅÒȡ χπτ-898-4367. 

 

www.firstarpchurch.org 

 

Nuts and Bolts  
By Jean Stewart 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

  

Adam blamed Eve 
Eve blamed the snake 
4ÈÅ ÓÎÁËÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á 

Leg to stand on! 
 

Charlie Pearson, the husband of Mary Lou 
and the father of Charles and Lil Summerville, 
will be inducted into the Gaston County 
Sports Hall on August 15th. Charlie was a 
three-sport standout at Gastonia High School 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÅ τπȭÓȢ ɉ7ÒÉÔÅ-up on the bulletin 
board in the FH) Charlie was truly a prince of 
a man! 

 
We have three books in our library that are 
on the nonfiction bestɀseller list: Unbroken, 
In the Garden of Beasts and Through My 
Eyes: Tim Tebow. Check our library out! 
ATTENTION: Church Book Club members we 
have copies of Spoken from the Heart, 
5ÎÂÒÏËÅÎ ÁÎÄ (ÅÒ -ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ (ÏÐÅ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ 
library. Get a head start on your reading. 

 
COLLEGE STUDENTS, please send me your 
mail address and email address. We want to 
send you The Link and notes from folks. I 
need them ASAP. 

 
We are so happy to have Eddie back and 
ready to go! Please remember to pray for 
Eddie and Matt. Robert Murray McCheyne 
charged the people in his church with the 
ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇȡ Ȱ0ÒÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÁÓÔÏÒȢ 0ÒÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÓ 
body, that he may be kept strong and spared 
many years. Pray for his soul, that he may be 
kept humble and holy, a burning and shining 
light. Pray for his ministry, that it may be 
abundantly blessed, that he may be anointed 
to preach good tidings. Let there be no secret 
prayer without naming him before your God, 
no family prayer without carrying your 
ÐÁÓÔÏÒ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȢȱ  

 

Scripture for memory:  ȰMay the favor of the 

Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work 

of our hands for us ɂ yes, establish the work 

ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÈÁÎÄÓȢȱ  Psalm 90:17 

Prayer Luncheon Helpers Needed  
 

Wednesday Noon Prayer Luncheons resume 
September 14.   
 

HELPERS ARE DESPERATELY 
NEEDED!!! 
 

Please call Mary Ruth Pursley (704-
825-1092) if you have questions or 
would like to volunteer. 
   

  Thank you! 

Please call Joe West if you have the book 

Bones McKinney that he loaned.  

704-867-6281 or 704 -860-4390  

mailto:wjhaney7@carolina.rr.com
mailto:rwkelly20@gmail.com
mailto:denice@calvaryhome.org


 

New Sermon Series on Faith 

           By Eddie Spencer 

 

 For the remainder of the summer, I will be preaching on the topic of 
ȰÆÁÉÔÈȱ from Hebrews 11.  During our study I hope to teach insights about bibli-
cal faith as exemplified in some of the Old Testament saints. Also, I hope to dis-
pel some of the false assumptions about biblical faith. 

 /ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÌÓÅ ÁÓÓÕÍÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÉÓ Á ÂÌÉÎÄ ÌÅÁÐȢ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÊÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅȤ
ÌÉÅÖÅȱȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÂÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ /ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÖÅÒÓÅÓ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÓÁÇÅ ÏÎ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÉÎ (ÅÂÒÅ×Ó ρρ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ"Ù 
ÆÁÉÔÈ ×Å ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄȱȣ ɉρρȡσɊȢ &ÁÉÔÈ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇȢ 

Our secular culture, especially in the last two generations, has convinced those outside of Christianity and 
many within the church, that there is a dichotomy between faith and thinking. In this secular worldview, faith and 
ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÁÒÅ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÄȠ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐȢ 2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ȰÊÕÓÔ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅȱ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÉÓ 
subject to their own private musings or personal values. 

Some in our culture, especially among the cultural and media elites, have caricatured evangelical Christians 
as  simple  people who have a deep psychological need for the false hope of spiritual fairy tales.  Several years ago, a 
7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎ 0ÏÓÔ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÃÁÌ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÁÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌȟ ȰÐÏÏÒȟ ÕÎÅÄÕÃÁÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÓÉÌÙ 
ÌÅÄȢȱ 

"ÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ Á ȰÊÕÓÔ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅȱȟ ȰÂÌÉÎÄ ÌÅÁÐȱ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔȢ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÆÏÒ ÕÎÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇȟ ÌÁÚÙ ÍÉÎÄÓȢ 
Whether or not many Christians train their minds to think, is simply not the issue. Faith begins with thinking; com-
prehending the truth revealed in the Scripture. 

The writer of Hebrews commences his teaching on faith by saying that by faith we understand that God is the 
Creator of the universe. But many would say that science teaches a more materialistic view of the origin of the uni-
verse. The implication is that science teaches the facts of the origin of the universe. If you want to believe God is the 
Creator, well, you just have to believe. On the contrary! 

Consider how a scientist does his work. He begins with a premise and then seeks the empirical evidence to 
prove that premise. This is how the thinking Christian comprehends truth and reality as well. For example we believe 
'ÏÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅȢ 7Å ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ 'ÏÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅ ȰÅØ-ÎÉÈÉÌÏȱ ÏÒ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇȟ Ȱso that what is seen was 
not made out of what was visibleȱ ɉρρȡσɊȢ !ÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ×Å ÅÎÊÏÙ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÖÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÌÉÅÆȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅ 
ÔÈÅ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȠ ÔÈÅ ÓËÉÅÓ ÐÒÏÃÌÁÉÍ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÈÁÎÄÓȢȱ (Psalm 19:1). 

Consider the glory of the universe. The sun, which is a million times bigger than the earth, which from 93 
million miles away is our source of light to the earth, is one of 400 billion stars in our galaxy. And our galaxy is one of 
100 billion other galaxies, each with billions of stars. Wow! 

Or consider the intricacy of the human cell. Make a pen dot on your arm and consider that in that minis cal, 
there are 10,000 cells. Each one of those cells is an intelligence factory. Throughout the human body are skin cells, 
ÈÁÉÒ ÃÅÌÌÓȟ ÎÅÒÖÅ ÃÅÌÌÓȣ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÎÅ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÄÅÓÉÇÎȢ !ÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÃÅÌÌÓ ÉÓ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ 
your cells because each cell possesses a DNA code. This is why the Psalmist declared, Ȱ&ÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÍÙ ÉÎÍÏÓÔ ÂÅȤ
ÉÎÇȠ ÙÏÕ ËÎÉÔ ÍÅ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ×ÏÍÂȢ ) ÐÒÁÉÓÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ÁÍ ÆÅÁÒÆÕÌÌÙ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌÌÙ ÍÁÄÅȠ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÏÒËÓ 
ÁÒÅ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌȟ ) ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÆÕÌÌ ×ÅÌÌȱ (Ps. 139:13-14).  

And yet what is accepted as scientific fact is an evolutionary naturalism that declares that in the beginning 
was the cosmos and the cosmos is all there is. As an early spokesman for naturalistic evolution, Bertrand Russell, 
ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÁÔ ÍÁÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔ ÏÆ ÃÁÕÓÅÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÁÄ ÎÏ ÐÒÅ-vision of the end they were achieving; his origin, hopes, 
ÆÅÁÒÓȟ ÌÏÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÌÉÅÆÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÕÔÃÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÃÉÄÅÎÔÁÌ ÃÏÌÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÔÏÍÓȣȱ May I suggest THAT is a blind 
leap!  

My point is simply this ɀ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÉÓ ÒÏÏÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÒÕÔÈȢ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÉÎ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌȟ ÉÎ (ÉÓ 

Creation and specifically in the message of the Scriptures. Therefore, we need to have a faith that thinks. While a 

Christian can think rightly without a vital faith, a Christian cannot have a vital faith without thinking. Ȱ"Ù ÆÁÉÔÈ ×Å ÕÎȤ

ÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅ ×ÁÓ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÁÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÓÅÅÎ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÍÁÄÅ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÖÉÓÉȤ

bleȱ ɉ(ÅÂȢ ρρȡσɊȢ 



Music Ministry Update  

Praise God in his sanctuary  

 

Junior Choir Registration 

  Name_______________________________________________________________ 

  Address_____________________________________________________________ 

  City___________________________ State____ ZIP__________________________ 

  Telephone Number____________________________________________________ 

  tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ bŀƳŜǎψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

  tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ 9Ƴŀƛƭψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

(I will send all announcements and reminders via email) 

  Age_________    Birthday_____________________      Grade________________ 

  Food Allergies________________________________________________________ 

  

ά!ƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ YƛƴƎΥ 

ƭƛŦǘ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ  ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǎƛƴƎ ά!ƭƭŜƭǳƛŀΗέ 

All Creature of Our God and King 

St. Francis of Assisi 

  

  

The Youth Choir  

is coming soon.  

Watch for detailsé. 

 

Interested in joining the music ministry team? 

Contact Heather Potter at (704) 408-1685 or hpotternc@juno.com  

Ȱ2ÏÂÅÒÔ 2ÏÇÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ Ȱ2ÏÂÅÒÔ 2ÏÇÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ Ȱ2ÏÂÅÒÔ 2ÏÇÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ InspireInspireInspire    ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ,ÉÖÅ Á ,ÉÆÅ ÏÆ .Ï 2ÅÇÒÅÔÓȱÙÏÕ ÔÏ ,ÉÖÅ Á ,ÉÆÅ ÏÆ .Ï 2ÅÇÒÅÔÓȱÙÏÕ ÔÏ ,ÉÖÅ Á ,ÉÆÅ ÏÆ .Ï 2ÅÇÒÅÔÓȱ   

Thursday, September 15, 2011  

First A.R.P. Church 

6:00 p.m. Worship in SongɂRobert Rogers & Praise Band 

6:30 p.m. Robert Rogers 

Admission is FREE with a ticket .  Pick up a free ticket from the church office or 

on Sundays in the church breezeway. 

Dessert and Ice Cream Fellowship to follow Autograph & CD/DVD Purchase  
 Robert experienced a tragedy of Biblical proportions when he lost his precious wife and all four children in a flash flood 
in Kansas in 2003. 
 Through his immediate trust in God, Robert has risen above adversity and shared his compelling message across the 
country and with ABC, CBS, CNN, Montel Williams, Integrity Film & Video, the Billy Graham TV Crusade and Focus on the 
Family. 
 An accomplished worship leader, pianist, songwriter and author of Ȱ)ÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ $ÅÅÐȡ ÏÎÅ ÍÁÎȭÓ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÈÏ× ÔÒÁÇÅÄÙ ÔÏÏË ÈÉÓ 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÂÕÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÔÁËÅ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÉÔÈȱ, Robert teaches others to live a life of no regrets with his inspiring words and original songs 
at the piano. 

 www.IntoTheDeep.org 



 

  

4ÉÍÏÔÈÙ ÁÎÄ 3ÈÁÒÏÎ -Ã0ÅÔÅÒÓȭ ÓÏÎ ÉÓ ÎÏ× 

serving our country in Afghanistan. Please 

remember him in prayer. If you would like to 

show your support by sending a card or 

letter, below is his mailing address. 
 

                                                                          David McPeters  

HHC, - STB, - 4ID 

TF - Lonestar, - FOB - Farah 

APO - AE - 09382  

 If you have a friend or family member in the military that 

you would like to be included in the next issue of The Link, 

call or email Wanda in the church office. 

whenderson@firstarpchurch.org 

________________________________________________ 
  

Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÕÌ ÉÎ ÓÐÏÒÔÓȱ 

  

Bobby  Bowden  

Former head football coach of Florida State University 
for 34 seasons 

  

Monday, August 15, 2011  
  

11:30 a.m.ɂ12:15 p.m. at First ARP Church 
Lunch (TICKETS ARE SOLD OUT FOR LUNCH) 

  

12:30 p.m.ɂ1:00 p.m. 
TestimonyɂSanctuary (NO TICKET REQUIRED) 

  

Tickets are sold out for lunch, but you are 
welcome to come to the sanctuary to hear 

Bobby speak from 12:30 ɂ1:00 p.m.   
 

Have Questions? 

Give John Loughridge a call at 704-718-2898 
  

 

 

An Early History of F.C.A. in Gastonia 
  

This Monday, August 15, Bobby Bowden will be at 
First A.R.P.  It is just one of many ways First A.R.P. has 
participated in the F.C.A. (Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes). 

On a Sunday in early June 1964, Grant Johnson, the 
pastor of First A.R.P., called Charlie Pearson Sr. and Buddy 
Whitesides into his office. Dr. Johnson enthusiastically 
shared his experience at one of the first F.C.A. Sports 
Camps at Black Mountain. He was so taken with the newly 
formed ministry, F.C.A., he brought Loren Young (the 
Southeastern Director of F.C.A.) home with him. 

Dr. Johnson asked Charlie and Buddy to come the next 
day to a meeting with Loren Young to learn more about 
F.C.A. Several other Christian men were invited to an early 
morning breakfast. 

The Ministry result was that money was raised and an 
F.C.A. Chapter was formed in Gastonia. This was the 
beginning of F.C.A.. One of the reasons Bobby Bowden, the 
former Florida State football coach, is coming to Gastonia 
and to First A.R.P. is to honor the legacy of men like Grant 
Johnson, Charlie Pearson and Buddy Whitesides. The 
Gastonia Chapter is one of the oldest F.C.A. chapters in the 
nation. 

Now for over 45 years, this chapter has faithfully sent 
local athletes and coaches to F.C.A. Camp, brought F.C.A. 
speakers to Gastonia and established huddles (groups) in 
high school to introduce student athletes in Gastonia. 

!ÎÄ ÉÔ ÁÌÌ ÂÅÇÁÎ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÂÒÉÅÆ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á ÐÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ 
ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÁÔÁÌÙÓÔ ÔÏ ÓÐÒÅÁÄ (ÉÓ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍȢ 
First A.R.P. is proud to have three of the early leaders. 

 Eddie Spencer 

  

Spiritual Life Conference 2011 
A Discipleship Ministry of First Presbytery (ARP) 

  

  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Old Testament For Today  
Applying Biblical wisdom to our contemporary times  

  

Sunday, August 28, 2011 
Back Creek Associate Reformed  

Presbyterian Church  
3:00 to 6:30 PM 

  

Register online at www.ARPCEONLINE.COM or pick up a 
brochure in the narthex. For more info, contact Rev. Robert 

Arendale (Assoc. Pastor) Ballantyne ARP Church,  
(254) 624-8585. 

2011 Laity in Action Conference 
A Series of 4 Messages 

  

Valiant in Battle 
Less Heralded Men of God 

  
Bonclarken Conference Center 

Flat Rock, NC 28731 
September 16-17, 2011 

Speaker:  Dr. John W.P. Oliver 
  

For more information and registration, pick up a brochure in 

the narthex or church office. 



                          Music Conference 2011! 

  


